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1
SUPERVISOR HISTORY VIEW WIZARD

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure pertains to viewing information and
particularly to selective viewing of certain portions of large
amounts of information.

SUMMARY

The disclosure reveals an approach for selecting points of
archived history data for viewing. The approach may relate to
a user interface workflow of selecting points. Site controllers
may be configured using control entity definitions, history
extensions and template features of a supervisor. The super-
visor may provide for selection of groups or categories of
sites and controllers within selected sites using selection
boxes. This may permit a user to quickly refine site selection
by, for example, filtering by group, site category, and a refined
site list box. Once a site, the controllers and desired point
groups and other appropriate items have been selected, the
user may proceed to view historical data for the selected sites
and controller points.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a supervisor and several
levels of controllers;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a screen print of a history selection
view;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a screen print of a history selection
view;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a history view screen print of a
previously saved history view selection setup in which a
selected or new history view selection may be created;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a history view screen print where a
user may select a group, sites, XCMs and controllers;

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a history view screen print where the
user may select desired history points by selecting the history
point group names in which the history point groups are a
generalized category of points applied consistently to virtu-
ally all points for virtually all controllers across the enter-
prise;

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a screen print of an existing history
view where an example of single point data may be shown;

FIGS. 8 and 9 are diagrams of screen prints of an existing
history export in a portable document format;

FIG. 10 is a diagram of a screen print revealing a history
view with control entity stacking;

FIG. 11 is a diagram of a screen print revealing a history
view with XCM stacking;

FIG. 12 is a diagram of a screen print revealing a history
view with site stacking;

FIG. 13 is a diagram of a screen print revealing a history
export in a portable document format;

FIG. 14 is a diagram of a screen print revealing a history
export comma-separated values file format;

FIG. 15 is a diagram of a screen print revealing control
entity stacking detail clarifications;

FIG. 16 is a diagram of a screen print revealing XCM
stacking detail clarifications;

FIG. 17 is a diagram of a screen print revealing site stack-
ing detail clarifications;
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2

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram for a history point setup;
FIG. 19 is a flow diagram for a history view setup; and
FIG. 20 is a flow diagram for history table viewing.

DESCRIPTION

Opus™ supervisor history view wizard may be noted in the
context of a schematic in FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a schematic of a
system 150 which may incorporate a supervisor and several
levels of controllers. A user of the Novar™ Opus supervisor
10 may manage and communicate with hundreds or thou-
sands of remote site controllers 60 from a centralized location
via intranet, internet, cable and/or wireless media 30. Each of
these site controllers 60 may be referred to as an XCM con-
troller 60. The XCM controller 60 may in turn manage and
communicate with tens or hundreds of field controllers 70
within the site that perform real-time control of building
equipment such as HVAC units, lighting panels and refrig-
eration circuits. Within the XCM controller 60, point data
may be logged into historical archives. The point data might
incorporate controller status, input and output states or site
energy information. These data may be historical and be
periodically transferred from the XCM controller 60 into a
central database 90 managed by the Opus supervisor 10. Opus
supervisor 10 may have a user interface 110 to allow viewing
of'this archived historical data. Interface 110 may be used for
other purposes relative to supervisor 10. Interface 110 may be
utilized for various purposes relative to other components of
system 150. A processor/computer 120 may be connected to
supervisor 10 for operational and/or other purposes. Proces-
sor/computer 120 may also be utilized for various purposes
relative to other components of system 150.

A user scenario may be to select a common set of history
points from similar controllers from hundreds of sites across
an enterprise. For example, a user may want to see zone
temperature, return temperature and supply temperature for
sales floor roof top unit (RTU) controllers across 100 sites
within a particular region. Another example may be viewing
energy use data from hundreds of sites in the same view to
look for sites operating inefficiently. Additionally, the
selected history views may potentially be needed by a user on
a daily or weekly basis, depending on operational needs of a
business.

The history view selection workflow in Opus and Nia-
gara™ may require the user to browse long lists of site con-
trollers and point lists to select the data points of interest. The
existing applications do not necessarily provide any support
for saving these selections; so the user may again need to
perform the same selection process as needed in the future.

In summary, the following may be regarded as an example
of'a history viewer. First, a user may have to search through a
list of virtually all XCM instances within the enterprise to find
desired selections. Second, the user may have to search
through a list of virtually all history point instance names
within an XCM to find desired selections. Third, the user may
not necessarily save history view selections and therefore
may need to reselect whenever compelled.

The Novar Opus supervisor is a target application to pro-
vide the present approach. A goal of the approach may be an
improved way of selecting points of archived history data to
view. The approach may improve a user interface workflow of
selecting the data points more easily and efficiently. These
workflow improvements may be made possible by the site
XCM controllers having been configured consistently using
the Opus control entity definitions, Opus history extensions,
Opus point groups and Opus template features of the Opus
supervisor.
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The Opus supervisor may provide the user an ability to
quickly and efficiently setup history data view selections for
viewing a common set of data points from hundreds of sites
within the enterprise. The Opus supervisor history viewer
may provide for a selection of groups or categories of sites
and XCM’s within the selected sites by providing group, site
category, site and XCM selection boxes. The viewer may
allow the user to quickly refine the site XCM selection by
filtering by group, site category and refined site list box.
Likewise, once the XCM has been selected, the controller
selection list may be populated only with unique controller
names from the selected XCMs. Once the controllers have
been selected, the user may then pick from a short list of
unique point group names. Point groups may be general point
categories that were assigned to each history point when each
individual XCM was configured using the Opus history
extensions. This may allow the user to only need to pick a
point group named “ZoneTemp” instead of possible hundreds
of instances of points with variations of the name “Zone
Temperature”. At this juncture, the user may elect to save the
current selections by name so that the view selections may be
re-used without reselecting in the future. Once the desired
point groups are selected, the user may proceed to view the
historical data for the selected sites, XCM and controller
points.

Enhancements of the present history view selection wizard
may be summarized in the following. First, the wizard may
increase workflow efficiency by narrowing site XCM search
with site groups and categories. Second, it may increase
workflow efficiency by selection of unique point group names
instead of individual points. Third, the wizard may provide
features to save selections for reuse of the history view.

To utilize the present Opus history wizard view feature, a
configurator user may need to configure the site controllers
with specific property settings to enable the history view
features. Many of the Novar customers may have common
site controller configuration footprints, so the configuration
described herein may be done within a few site templates that
will in turn be used as a basis for each new site configuration.
This may be noted to highlight that the configuration user will
notnecessarily be overly burdened to set an additional history
view configuration in each site controller.

When configuring a site XCM, the configurator may iden-
tify each building control subsystem and attach an Opus
control entity property identifying such controller with a
unique application use name. If the controller is operating a
roof top HVAC unit that is supplying conditioned air to the
sales floor of the site building, the control entity name may be
set to “Sales Floor”. These names may be applied using a
control entity list control feature allowing the user to re-use
previously established names for consistency. This name may
be common for virtually all sites and be used uniquely in the
controller selection list on the history selection view. Also, the
configurator may need to utilize the Opus history extensions
on the points to be logged. The Opus history extensions may
provide the point group name categorization. The point group
name may be applied with a point group list control to allow
selection of previously established names for consistency.

When the Opus supervisor imports the histories from the
XCM, the imported data may contain the groups, site catego-
ries, control entity and point group names. This identifying
information may be included with the historical data values in
the supervisor database. This may allow an Opus history view
wizard to quickly populate the new selection view wizard
with the groups, categories, sites, XCM, controller and point
groups from an archived data store.
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When the user has made virtually all necessary selections
for a history view, a name and description of the view may be
applied and saved. The saving may allow the user to reuse this
view in the future. The saving may be done on the initial
creation of the history wizard view setup. Virtually all previ-
ously saved view selections may be provided in a list. The
user may select a view from the list and immediately render
the history data view.

A feature workflow sample may be noted. The user sce-
nario may be to select a common set of history point data from
similar controllers from hundreds of sites across the enter-
prise. For example, the user may want to see the zone tem-
perature, return temperature and supply temperature for the
sales floor RTU controllers across 100 sites within a particu-
lar region.

In an Opus 5.2 version, with an assumption that the histo-
ries are being collected in the Opus supervisor, the user may
need to perform the following steps: 1) Navigate to the history
node within supervisor station; 2) Search a linear list of
1000’s of deployed XCM station nodes to locate the 100 site
XCMs of interest (FIG. 1); 3) Expand a site XCM station
node; 4) Search a linear list of 100°s of history points to locate
points of interest (FIG. 2); 5) Drag and drop a point to “Cur-
rent Charts” window; 6) Return to step 5 for a next point
within same site XCM; 7) Return to step 2 for a next point in
different site XCM; 8) Press the “Build” button to view vir-
tually all selected points of history data; and 9) When user
wants to change the history viewer selections, the user must
reset and start over with selecting XCM station nodes and
history points.

Dates and times shown in the Figures of the present
description are merely for illustrative purposes and do not
necessarily represent any actual dates or times.

FIG. 2 shows a screen print 11 of a history view. There may
be potentially thousands of site XCM controllers as shown by
indication 12. Desired points from hundreds of history points
within XCM controllers may be selected, as shown by indi-
cation 13.

FIG. 3 shows a screen print 14 of another history view. This
view shows that one may select, drag and drop all points to be
included in a view, as shown by indication 15.

A user workflow improvement may be made possible by
the site XCM controllers having been configured consistently
using the Opus controller entity definition, Opus history
extensions and Opus template features of the Opus supervi-
sor.

In an Opus 5.5 version, with an assumption that the histo-
ries are being collected in the Opus supervisor, the user may
need to perform the following steps: 1) Previously saved
history view selection setup may be a selected or new history
view selection may be created (note screen print 16 of FIG. 4
with indications 17 and 18); 2) If the user selects a previous
setup, the user may select a “Build” button to show history
point data for virtually all points selected in setup; 3) If the
user selects a New button 20, the view may change (to get
screenprint 19 of FIG. 5); 4) The user may select a groups, site
categories, site(s), XCM(s) and controller(s) (as with indica-
tion 21 of screen print 19 of FIG. 5), and the controller list
may only be populated with unique controller names, not
necessarily every instance in an enterprise; 5) The user may
select a “Next” button 22 to change the view (to get screen
print 23 of FIG. 6); 6) The user may select desired history
points by selecting the history point group names (as shown
by indication 24 of screen print 23), where the history point
groups are a generalized category of points applied consis-
tently to virtually all points for virtually all controllers across
the enterprise; 7) The user may elect the “Save View” button
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25 to save the selections by name to be used again in future;
and 8) The user may select the “Build” button 26 to view
virtually all selected points of history data.

An Opus supervisor history table view may be looked at. A
user scenario may be to view and report historical data from
a common set of history points in a multi-point tabular view.
A tabular view may allow visual comparison of multiple
points of data logged at the same time. Also, the user may
want to generate the report by exporting to either a PDF
(portable document format) or CSV (comma-separated val-
ues) file format with virtually all of the point data in the table.
For example, the user may want to generate a report of the
zone temperature and supply temperature for the sales floor
RTU controllers across 100 sites within a particular region.
Another example may be an energy use report from hundreds
of'sites within a region to look for sites operating inefficiently.
Once the multi-point data are put into a CSV file, a spread-
sheet tool may be utilized to analyze and provide enhanced
reporting. The current history table view support in Opus and
Niagara may be limited to only viewing a single point of data
in the table and subsequently to only providing this single
point in the exported report file.

In summary, the limitations with the related art history
viewer may include the following: 1) The history viewer may
only support a single point included in a tabular view; 2) The
user may only generate a report export to PDF and CSV with
a single point of data; and 3) To compare data from multiple
points, the user should manually combine multiple data
exported to CSV.

In an Opus 5.2 version, the user may be provided with a
history table view and export in FIGS. 7-9. An assumption
may be that the histories are being collected in the Opus
supervisor. An example of single point data may be shown by
an indication 28 in screen print 27 of FIG. 7. FIGS. 7,8 and 9
may refer to items 1, 2 and 3, respectively, of the noted
limitations. Screen print 27 of FIG. 7 may be regarded as an
existing history view and screen print 31 of FIG. 8 may be
regarded as an existing history export PDF. Screen print 32 of
FIG. 9 may be regarded as an existing export CSV.

The present Opus supervisory history view wizard may
have a direct relationship to the Opus supervisor history table
view. The Novar Opus supervisor may be the target applica-
tion to provide the present approach. This Opus supervisor
enhancement may be an improved approach of viewing and
reporting the archived history data in a multi-point table view.
This enhanced multi-point table view is the present topic. The
multi-point chart view may already be available in the exist-
ing Niagara and Opus supervisor workbench applications.

The user may select history points for viewing from one or
more site controllers. Once the desired point groups are
selected, the user may proceed to view the historical data for
the selected sites, XCM, controller points in either the exist-
ing multi-point chart view or a new multi-point table view.
Once the data have been rendered in the view, the user may,
with a single button press, switch between the chart and table
view.

Additionally, the user may select a “stacking” option for
the table view. The choices may incorporate the default “con-
trol entity”, “XCM” or “site” stacking choices. These options
may define the orientation of the data within the table. For
example, if the selection was the zone temperature and supply
temperature from the Garden Center and Auto Center RTU’s
within two sites, the corresponding samples of the three
stacking options may be revealed in FIGS. 10-12, respec-
tively.

These stacking options may allow point data values to be
pivoted to allow time stamped data values to be oriented on
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the same row for easier comparison and evaluation. These
options may permit greater flexibility in analyzing runtime
operations.

Enhancements of the present multi-point table view may be
summarized by the following: 1) Multiple point data in a
single table view; 2) Adjustable stacking option to pivot data
providing improved data analysis; 3) Quick Chart/Table view
navigation; and 4) Multiple point report exports to PDF and
CSV formats.

To utilize the Opus history wizard view feature revealed
herein, a configurator user may have to configure the site
controllers with specific property settings to enable the his-
tory view features. Many of the Novar customers may have
common site controller configuration footprints, so the con-
figuration noted herein may be done within a few site tem-
plates that can in turn be used as a basis for each new site
configuration. This approach may highlight a notion that the
configuration user will not necessarily be overly burdened to
set additional history view configurations in each site con-
troller.

When configuring a site XCM, the configurator may iden-
tify each building control subsystem and attach an Opus
control entity property identifying this controller with a
unique application use name. If the controller is operating a
roof top HVAC unit that is supplying conditioned air to the
sales floor of the site building, then the control entity name
may be set to “Sales Floor”.

The Opus supervisor may be configured to periodically
import the history data from the site XCM controllers to a
centralized history database. The user may utilize the Opus
supervisor multi-site history view wizard to select the enter-
prise groups, categories, sites, XCM controllers and points to
view. When selecting the points to include for the history
view, the user may also set the table stacking option. Once
these settings are complete, the user may proceed to a new
history table view. Once the table view has rendered the data,
the user may elect to export to either a PDF file or a CSV file
using the export option. The user may also quickly switch the
view to the chart view. The user may also choose to back up to
the point selection screen to change points or time period
ranges to include in the view. One may note Figures for
existing history table view and new feature history table view
samples.

In an Opus 5.5 version, the user may be provided with the
following history table views and exports in FIGS. 10-17.
FIG. 10 is a screen print 35 revealing a new history view with
control entity stacking. FIG. 11 is a screen print 36 revealing
a new history view with XCM stacking. FIG. 12 is a screen
print 37 revealing a new history view with site stacking.

FIG. 13 is a screen print 38 revealing a new history export
PDF. FIG. 14 is a screen print 39 revealing a history export
CSV. FIG. 15 is a screen print 40 revealing control entity
stacking. FIG. 16 is a screen print 41 revealing XCM stack-
ing. FIG. 17 is a screen print 42 revealing site stacking.

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram 50 for providing a history point
setup. A symbol in the diagrams herein may represent a step,
block, action, and/or the like. A start may begin at point 51
and then create an Opus XCM site controller at symbol 52.
After symbol 52, a question of whether more filed controllers
are needed may be asked at symbol 53. If the answer is yes,
then a new field controller in XCM may be created at symbol
56. A control entity tag may be attached to the field controller
at symbol 57. At symbol 58, a question of whether more
points are to be added to a log history. Ifthe answer is no, then
areturn along line 61 to the question at symbol 53 of whether
more field controllers are needed may be asked. If the answer
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is no, then a move along line 55 to symbol 67 may occur
where an XCM site controller is saved as a template.

If'the answer to the question whether more points are to be
added to the log history is yes at symbol 58, then a move along
line 59 may occur where navigation to 1O status points of the
field controller is made at symbol 62. At symbol 63, an Opus
history extension may be setup on a point. A history point may
be assigned to a normalized point group at symbol 64. A data
store at symbol 65 may provide a normalized point group
names list to symbol 64. A return along line 66 from symbol
64 to symbol 58 may be made if more points are to be made
to the log history. If so, the approach through symbols 62-64
may be again followed. Ifno more points are to be added, then
an XCM site controller may be saved as a template at symbol
67. Then at symbol 68, the XCM site controller may be
deployed. History data from the deployed XCM may be
imported to a supervisor at symbol 69. The site template may
be reused for new sites at symbol 71. The approach may end
at point 72.

Flow diagram 50 has items which may be placed into
stages 151, 152, 153 and 154. The items indicated in symbols
52, 53, 56, 57 and 58 are of stage 151 which may involve
creation of a site controller configuration inclusive of field
controllers. An assignment of control entity tags (at symbol
57) may be pre-requisite for anew Opus history viewer opera-
tion.

The items indicated in symbols 62, 63, 64 and 65 are of
stage 152 which may involve a history point setup. All points
to be available in a new Opus history view may need to have
history extensions and have to be assigned to a normalized
point group. This may assure similar points from multiple
sites and field controllers can be easily referenced by a single
point name. This may be a pre-requisite for a new Opus
history viewer operation.

The items indicated in symbols 68 and 69 are of stage 153
which may involve history data import. A new Opus history
viewer may be an Opus supervisor function. Virtually all
history data to be accessible by the viewer may need to be
pulled into the supervisor data base from the site controllers.
This may be a prerequisite for a new Opus history viewer.

The items indicated in symbols 67 and 71 are of stage 154
which may involve a site controller template. Creation and
reuse of site templates may facilitate reuse of a common
configuration from one site to the next site. This is not nec-
essarily a prerequisite for a new Opus history viewer.

FIG. 19 is a flow diagram 80 for a history view setup. An
approach may begin at point 81 and go to a symbol 82 where
a user may connect to an Opus supervisor. At symbol 83, the
user may open a history viewer. The user may be presented
with a list of save history views at symbol 84. A data store may
have saved history view selections available to be present to
the user at symbol 84. Selection of questions may be selected
at symbol 86 relative to one or more history views. One
question may involve whether a saved history view should be
deleted at symbol 87. If so, then the selected view may be
deleted at symbol 88 which is indicated at the data store 85.
Another question at symbol 89 may involve whether history
data of a saved view are to be shown. If so, they may be shown
as history data of selected points at symbol 91. Still another
question that may be asked at symbol is whether an existing
saved view is to be edited. If so, then selections from the saved
view may be populated at symbol 93. They may go to symbol
94 where a history controller selection view is shown. Yet
another question that may be asked at symbol 95 is whether
there is to be anew history view. If so, then all of the selections
may be cleared at symbol 96. After clearing the selections, the
approach may continue at symbol 94 where the history con-
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troller selection view is shown. Selections may be made from
symbol 94 at symbol 97. First, a question may be whether all
selections are to be reset at symbol 98. If so, then the result
may go to symbol 96 entitled clear all selections. A question
at symbol 99 is whether one or more groups are to be picked.
If so, then site list selections are to be populated with site
names in selected groups at symbol 100. A question at symbol
101 may be whether site categories are to be picked. If so, then
site list selections may be populated with site names in
selected site categories at symbol 102. A question at symbol
103 is whether one or more sites are to be picked. If so, then
XCM selections may be populated with XCM names in
selected sites at symbol 104. A question at symbol 105 is
whether one or more XCMs are to be picked. If so, then
controller list selections may be populated with control entity
names in selected XCMs. At symbol 107, controllers may be
selected. Information about selections may be provided from
symbol 97 to symbol 94. Following symbol 108, a question
108 of whether a user selects next may be indicated at symbol
108. If so, then symbol 109 may follow indicating to show a
history point selection view. Selections may be made at sym-
bol 111. A question of whether to customize a history data
view may be asked at symbol 112. If so, then a default chart
versus a table may be set at symbol 113. Then table stacking
may be set on a site, XCM or controller at symbol 114, and at
symbol 115 a history time range may be set. Again from
symbol 112, a question of whether point group names are to
be selected at symbol 116. If so, then a single point group
name may be selected at symbol 117. In effect many may be
selected. Again from symbol 111, a question whether the
view is to be saved may be asked at symbol 118. If so, then the
view may be saved from symbol 119 to symbol 85 with the
data store for saved history view selections. That a selection is
made may be provided to symbol 109 where the history point
selection view may be shown. A question of whether history
data is to be shown may be asked at symbol 121. If so, then
history data of selected points may be shown at symbol 91.
Selections may then be made at symbol 122 of switching to an
alternate view (table/chart) at symbol 123 or leaving the view
at symbol 124. If the latter is selected, then the approach may
be done at point 125.

Flow diagram 80 has items which may be placed into
stages 161, 162 and 163. The items indicated in symbols 83,
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,92, 93, 95, 96 and 119 are of stage 161
which may involve a management of history views. A user
may add, change or delete view selectors for future reuse.

The items indicated in symbols 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101,
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 111, 112, 113, 114,
115, 116 and 117 are of stage 162 which may involve history
point view selection. A user may select groups of sites, sites,
site controllers and field controllers to be viewed together in
a common history view. Selects may be cascaded so when a
group is selected, only sites for this group are presented for
further selection. The same may proceed for the site control-
ler and field controllers. Based on the field controllers
selected, the user may be provided a list of common point
groups.

The items indicated in symbols 113, 114 and 115 are of
stage 163 which may involve a history view configuration. A
user may configure a view to a preferred view type, data
orientation and time range.

FIG. 20 is a flow diagram 130 for history table viewing. An
approach may start at point 131 and go to a symbol 132 which
represents may be another diagram such as a history view
setup in diagram 80 of FIG. 19. At symbol 133, there may be
atable or chart view of an output of'a diagram noted in symbol
132. For example, in the history view setup of diagram 80 at
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symbol 91, there may be history data of selected points pre-
sented in a table or chart. A switching or selection of the table
or chart may be made at symbol 123 of diagram 80. If a chart
view is shown or tendered at symbol 133 as indicated at
symbol 134, then the view type may be changed at symbol
135. If the view is not changed, then the approach may be
done as indicated at point 136. If the view type is changed
from a chart to a table at symbol 135, the one may go to
symbol 133 where the view type is a table. With the table
view, a question may be asked at a symbol 137 as to whether
the table view is a user selected stack on site. If not, then a
question may be asked at a symbol 138 as to whether the table
view is of user selected stack on an XCM. If the answer is no,
then at symbol 139 (which is a default response of stack on
controller to the question at symbol 138) the table data may be
ordered by group, site XCM and controller. A resulting table
may be shown or rendered at symbol 141. At symbol 135, the
question of whether to change the view type may be asked. If
the view type is changed from the table to chart then a return
to symbol 133 may be made. If not, then the approach may
stop at point 136.

Back to symbol 138, if an answer to whether there is a user
selected stack on an XCM is yes, then the control entity may
be removed as a column at symbol 142. To follow, the control
entity name may be pre-pended to the point data header name.
Table data may then be ordered by group, site and XCM at
symbol 144. The order may be even be only by group, and site
and XCM. The table view from symbol 144 may be shown or
rendered at symbol 141. If the view type is not changed at
symbol 135 following symbol 141, the approach may be done
at point 136.

Back to symbol 137, if the answer to whether the user
selected a stack on site is yes, then the XCM may be removed
as a column at symbol 145. Then the XCM name may be
pre-pended to the point data header name at symbol 146. The
control entity may be removed as a column at symbol 147 and
be pre-pended to the point data header name at symbol 148.
Table data may then be ordered by group and site at symbol
149. The order may be even be only by group and site. The
table view from symbol 149 may be shown or rendered at
symbol 141. If the view is changed at symbol according to
symbol 135, then a return to symbol 133 may be made. If not,
then the approach may be done at point 136.

Flow diagram 130 has items that may be placed into a stage
171. The items indicated in symbols 137, 138, 139, 141, 142,
143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148 and 149 are of stage 171 which
may involve history table view stacking. A user may config-
ure a desired orientation of the data as shown in a tabular view.
Based on this selection, the view may render the same data
oriented by the field controller, the site controller, or the site.

Items or activities of the present system shown in FIGS.
1-20 and described by the text herein may be covered or
performed by one or more processors/computers.

The following is a recap of the present supervisor history
view wizard An approach for providing a supervisor history
view may incorporate providing one or more site controllers
connected to a supervisor, providing one or more field con-
trollers connected to the one or more site controllers, assign-
ing control entity tags to the one or more field controllers,
making points available from the field controllers, setting up
the points for referencing, importing history data from the
points into a database of the supervisor, and providing a
supervisor history view of the history data.

The approach may further incorporate managing the his-
tory view, creating a history point view, configuring the his-
tory view, selecting a history view, and/or deleting a history
view.
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The setting up the points for referencing may incorporate
applying a history extension to each of the points, and assign-
ing each of the points to a normalized group. Similar points
from multiple sites and/or field controllers may be referenced
by a single point group name. The importing the history data
from the points into the database of the supervisor may make
the history data accessible by a viewer. Managing a history
view may incorporate adding, changing or deleting selections
of the history view. The selecting a history point view may
incorporate selections according to groups of sites, categories
of'sites, site controllers, and/or field controllers for viewing in
a common history view.

The selections may be cascaded so that when a group or site
category is selected, just sites for the group or category
selected are presented for further selection. The selections
may be cascaded so that when a site is selected, just site
controllers for the sites selected are presented for further
selection. Or the selections may be cascaded so that when a
site controller is selected, just field controllers for the site
controller selected are presented for further selection. A user
may select unique entity names for field controllers to select
field controllers from the one or more site controllers. Based
on the field controllers selected, the user may be provided a
list of common point groups.

Configuring the history view may incorporate configuring
the history view to a desired view type, data orientation and/or
atime range. Selecting a setup of the history view may incor-
porate selecting a table or chart view. If the chart view is
selected, then stacking the history view may be done accord-
ing to a field controller, a site controller or a site.

A supervisor history viewer may incorporate a supervisor,
one or more site controllers connected to the supervisor, and
one or more field controllers connected to at least one of the
one or more site controllers. Each field controller may incor-
porate a control entity tag and one or more points. Each point
may have a history extension. Each point may be assigned to
a normalized point group.

Similar points from one or more field controllers may be
referenced by one point group name of the normalized point
group. The one or more points may provide historical data.
The historical data may be provided to a database of the
supervisor. The historical data may be accessible in a form of
view selections from the supervisor.

The view selections may be added to, subtracted from,
changed or deleted. The view selections may be configurable
according to view type, data orientation and time range. The
view selections may be stackable oriented by field controller,
site controller or site. Sites, site controllers and field control-
lers may be viewable as view selections of a common history
view.

The view selections may be cascaded so that when a group
or site category is selected, just sites for the group or category
selected are presented for further selection. The view selec-
tions may be cascaded so that when a site is selected, just site
controllers for the sites selected are presented for further
selection. The view selections may be cascaded so that when
a site controller is selected, just field controllers for the site
controller selected are presented for further selection.

A supervisory viewer approach may incorporate providing
a supervisor, one or more site controllers and one or more
field controllers, assigning a control entity tag to each field
controller, navigating to one or more status points of each
field controller, attaching a supervisor history extension to
each point, and assigning each point with a name to a nor-
malized point group to ensure that similar points from mul-
tiple sites and field controllers are referenced by a single point
group name in a normalized point group name list.
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Status points may provide history data which are conveyed
from a respective field controller to a respective site control-
ler. The history data may be pulled from the site controllers
into a database of the supervisor. A history view may be based
on history data from the database of the supervisor.

The approach may further incorporate selecting groups of
sites, site controllers and field controllers to be viewed in a
common history view. Each field controller ofthe one or more
field controllers may be connected with a site controller. A
unique name may be assigned to each field controller of a site
controller. Field controllers may be selected from selected
site controllers according to names of the field controllers. A
list of common point groups may be provided on a basis of the
filed controllers selected. The approach may further incorpo-
rate configuring the history view to view type, data orienta-
tion and time range, or stacking data in the history view
according to a presence or absence of a group, site, site
controller and/or field controller.

In the present specification, some of the matter may be of a
hypothetical or prophetic nature although stated in another
manner or tense.

Although the present system and/or approach has been
described with respect to at least one illustrative example,
many variations and modifications will become apparent to
those skilled in the art upon reading the specification. It is
therefore the intention that the appended claims be inter-
preted as broadly as possible in view of the related art to
include all such variations and modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing a supervisor history view of data
related to field controllers configured to control building
equipment, the method comprising:

providing one or more site controllers connected to a super-

visor, the supervisor having a user interface;
providing one or more field controllers connected to the
one or more site controllers, wherein the field controllers
are configured to control building equipment;

assigning control entity tags to the one or more field con-
trollers at the user interface of the supervisor;

making data points from the field controllers available at

the supervisor;

setting up the data points for referencing;

importing history data from the data points into a database

of the supervisor;

providing a supervisor history view of the history data; and

assigning, at the supervisor, each point with a name to a

normalized point group of a plurality of normalized
point groups to ensure that similar points from multiple
sites and field controllers are referenced by a single point
group name in a normalized point group name list,
wherein at least one point is assigned to a first normal-
ized point group and at least one other point is assigned
to a second normalized point group different than the
first normalized point group.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

managing the history view;

creating a history point view;

configuring the history view;

selecting a history view; and/or

deleting a history view.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein configuring the history
view comprises configuring the history view to a desired view
type, data orientation and/or a time range.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein:

selecting a setup of the history view comprises selecting a

table or chart view; and
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if the chart view is selected, then stacking the history view
can be done according to a field controller, a site con-
troller or a site.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the setting up the data

points for referencing comprises:

applying a history extension to each of the data points; and

assigning each of the data points to a normalized group;
and

wherein similar data points from multiple sites and/or field
controllers are referenced by a single point group name.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the importing the history
data from the data points into the database of the supervisor
makes the history data accessible by a viewer.

7. The method of claim 2, wherein managing a history view
comprises adding, changing or deleting selections of the his-
tory view.

8. The method of claim 2, wherein the selecting a history
point view comprises selections according to groups of sites,
categories of sites, site controllers, and/or field controllers for
viewing in a common history view.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein:

the selections are cascaded so that when a group or site
category is selected, just sites for the group or category
selected are presented for further selection;

the selections are cascaded so that when a site is selected,
just site controllers for the sites selected are presented
for further selection; or

the selections are cascaded so that when a site controller is
selected, just field controllers for the site controller
selected are presented for further selection.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein:

a user selects unique entity names for field controllers to
select field controllers from the one or more site control-
lers; and

based on the field controllers selected, the user is provided
a list of common point groups.

11. A supervisor history viewer comprising:

a user interface; and

a processor connected to the user interface and configured
to operate a supervisor connected to one or more site
controllers in communication with one or more field
controllers; and

wherein:

each field controller comprises:

a control entity tag assigned to the field controller at the
user interface; and
one or more points; and

at the supervisor, each point is assigned with a name to a
normalized point group of a plurality of normalized
point groups to ensure that similar points from multiple
sites and field controllers are referenced by a single point
group name in a normalized point group name list,
wherein at least one point is assigned to a first normal-
ized point group and at least one other point is assigned
to a second normalized point group different than the
first normalized point group.

12. The viewer of claim 11, wherein each point comprises

a history extension.

13. The viewer of claim 12, wherein similar points from
one or more field controllers can be referenced by one point
group name of the normalized point group.

14. The viewer of claim 13, wherein:

the one or more points provide historical data;

the historical data are provided to a database of the super-
visor; and

the historical data are accessible in a form of view selec-
tions from the supervisor.
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15. The viewer of claim 14, wherein:

the view selections can be added to, subtracted from,
changed or deleted;

the view selections are configurable according to view
type, data orientation and time range;

the view selections are stackable oriented by field control-
ler, site controller or site; and

sites, site controllers and field controllers are viewable as
view selections of a common history view.

16. The viewer of claim 14, wherein:

the view selections are cascaded so that when a group or
site category is selected, just sites for the group or cat-
egory selected are presented for further selection;

the view selections are cascaded so that when a site is
selected, just site controllers for the sites selected are
presented for further selection; or

the view selections are cascaded so that when a site con-
troller is selected, just field controllers for the site con-
troller selected are presented for further selection.

17. A method for providing a supervisory viewer, the

method comprising:

providing a supervisor, one or more site controllers and one
or more field controllers, wherein the one or more field
controllers are configured to control building equip-
ment;

assigning a control entity tag to each field controller;

navigating to one or more status points of each field con-
troller;

attaching a supervisor history extension to each point; and

assigning, at the supervisor, each point with a name to a
normalized point group of a plurality of normalized
point groups to ensure that similar points from multiple
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sites and field controllers are referenced by a single point
group name in a normalized point group name list,
wherein at least one point is assigned to a first normal-
ized point group and at least one other point is assigned
to a second normalized point group different than the
first normalized point group; and

wherein:

the status points provide history data which are conveyed
from a respective field controller to a respective site
controller;

the history data is pulled from the site controllers into a
database of the supervisor; and

a history view is based on history data from the database of
the supervisor.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising selecting

groups of sites, site controllers and field controllers to be
viewed in a common history view.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

configuring the history view to view type, data orientation
and time range; or stacking data in the history view
according to a presence or absence of a group, site, site
controller and/or field controller.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein:

each field controller of the one or more field controllers is
connected with a site controller;

a unique name is assigned to each field controller of a site
controller at a user interface of the supervisor;

field controllers are selected from selected site controllers
according to names of the field controllers; and

alist of common point groups are provided on a basis of the
filed controllers selected.
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